
MaterialsKey Question:
Why are objects made from different materials?

Key Vocabulary

Materials

Suitability

Property

Object

Transparent

Translucent

Opaque

Absorbent

Waterproof

Elastic

Flexible

Bend

Twist

Squash

Stretch

What I will know by the end of the unit:

• I can identify and 
compare the suitability of 
different materials for 
different uses.

• I can see how the shapes 
of solid objects, made 
from certain materials, 
can be changed through 
squashing, bending, 
twisting and stretching.

Investigate!

• We’re going on a materials hunt – how many objects can you find made from each material?
• What material would be best for different situations?
• Which ball will bounce the highest?
Scientific skills
• Identifying and classifying.
• Asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different ways.
• Observing closely, using simple equipment.
• Performing simple tests.
• Using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions.
• Gathering and recording data to help answer questions.
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Curriculum links

• Previous learning in YR and Y1 
– Everyday materials.

• Links to Y2 DT –understanding 
materials and components.


