
Roots to grow, wings to fly 

     

Key Vocabulary 

Material A material is what something 
is made of, such as wood or 
plastic. 

Suitability Suitability means having the 
right properties for a certain 
use. 

Properties The properties of a material 
tell us what it is like and how 
it behaves, such as whether it 
is soft, rough or transparent. 

Strong Strong materials do not 
change shape or break easily. 

Flexible Flexible materials can bend 
easily without breaking. 

Rigid Rigid materials do not bend 
easily. 

Transparent If a material is transparent, 
all light passes through 
it. 

Translucent If a material is translucent, 
some light passes through 
it. 

Opaque If a material is opaque, no 
light passes through it. 

Absorbent If a material is absorbent, it 
can soak up liquid easily. 

Waterproof If a material is waterproof, it 
keeps water out. 

Uses of everyday materials What are things made from and 
why? 

Science - Y2 – Autumn Term 

Some materials can change 
shape when you squash, 
bend, twist or stretch them. 
Materials that are soft, bendy 
or stretchy are often easier to 
change the shape of than 
materials that are hard, rigid 
or strong. 
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